The exposed total knee replacement prosthesis: a new classification and treatment algorithm.
The increased frequency of total knee replacement arthroplasty (TKRA) has been reflected in the number of patients with exposed prostheses referred to this unit. An algorithm has been developed to assist in the preoperative assessment of the wound and this has been tested on 25 patients with wound breakdown following TKRA. The grade of exposure so derived predicts the most appropriate surgical management. The algorithm, grading system and proposed management are described.